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On Mondsy morning W¥ introduced WFL to Professor lobert Irvin
in Genetice and trea Yo Joghuy iLederbery. The latter weat to P & S Medical
School ler two yesrs where he begeue lotercsted in becterial genatles
under Fraacle J. Lyua; lesviag medlcul school he taen went to study uader
Dr. Fatum at Yale, vwhere he took his Ph.D., siusce which he hus beccme
sgalstant Profesacr of Ganetices at Wiscunsia., Lederberg was originully
an exceedingly brush, sgiresslve youny wsn, muiiang "guite & fool of bimsalf"
(Elvenjem) st Cold Gorins Larbor, baut who has stoudily ratured and sobered
down since thst tire. bls wmoin vork of course lg concsrned with the
gueetion of "eex"™ in bacterla, or more properly speaking, with the problem
of geue recombination.He finds thst whei twe striine of bucterial mutants,
each deficient ia two respects, are Srown on the same medium, that tney
agparently int:rchbunge seanctle metzrisl, tbus yieldinz offsgring that are
coxplate for tie four itemg coacerned. There it 1ittle doubt concerning
Lederberz's intelliszace una oviginuiity, tut in WFL's copinion ke aliculd
be 1a sn eavireamant wihers boe Is sarrouaded by bis Intesleclu2l superiors,
as otherwlse tiers is danger that he might foll to develop to his full.,
Perhaps Wisconein provides just such ea suvironmeat. Lederberg should be
most interecsting to follow over the coming y2e=rs, as with luck he may
become a truly sizniflcmnt worker. B



